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German Data Forum (RatSWD):
What is it?
The RatSWD is a governmental advisory board
on empirical social sciences and infrastructure
development in Germany.
§ First appointed in 2004
§ Members:
8 representatives from the empirical, social,
behavioral, and economic sciences and
8 representatives from major data production
facilities
• Funded by: Federal Ministry of Education and
Research
www.ratswd.de/en
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German Data Forum (RatSWD):
Tasks
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§

Strategic advancement of data infrastructure for the
empirical social, behavioral, and economic sciences

§

Representing interests of data producers and data users
alike

§

Accrediting and evaluating data centers

§

Initiating further steps towards a European and
international data infrastructure

§

Publications as knowledge transfer

§

Knowledge exchange in symposiums, debates, public
lectures, and conferences
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Encouraging and Publicizing
Dialogue
The German Data Forum acts as mediator,
reconciling the interests of researchers
and data producers.
§ It promotes dialogue between
governmental and non-governmental data
producers, researchers, public
administration and politicians.
§ It sponsors a wide range of workshops,
symposia, lecture series and conferences.
www.ratswd.de/en

§ RatSWD Working Paper series
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Professional Support for
Policymakers and Research Funders
§ The RatSWD is a key player in the strategic
advancement of data infrastructure for the social,
behavioral, and economic sciences.
§ Solid research providing accurate, evidence-based
policy advice is only possible with an effective
research infrastructure.
§ As an independent body of data producers and data
users ̶ from different disciplines ̶ alike the RatSWD
has the expertise to advise political decision-makers
as well as research funders and data producers on
questions related to the continued strategic
development of research infrastructure.
www.ratswd.de/en
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Data Access for Researchers
The overarching aim of the German Data
Forum is to improve research access to
high-quality data that are produced by official
statistical agencies, government research
institutions, as well as university and nonuniversity research institutes.
§ 25 research data centers and data service centers
have been accredited by the German Data Forum
(RatSWD) so far. The accreditation of additional data
centers is an ongoing process.
§ It has created minimum standards and a set of
criteria for accreditation.
www.ratswd.de/en
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Data access for researchers:
Promoting Quality
§ Observance of data protection and
the principles of research ethics are
of critical importance.
§ The RatSWD exercises consulting
and quality assurance functions
and safeguards transparency in a
decentralized data landscape.
www.ratswd.de/en
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Research Data Centers accredited
by the RatSWD
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The SOEP Research Data Center
FDZ-SOEP
§ The German Socio-Economic Panel Study (SOEP):
A wide-ranging representative longitudinal study of
private households, located at the German Institute for
Economic Research, DIW Berlin. Every year, there
were nearly 11,000 households, and more than 20,000
persons sampled by the fieldwork organization
TNS Infratest Sozialforschung.
The Panel has been established in 1984.
§ The Research Data Center of the Socio-Economic
Panel Study (FDZ-SOEP) at DIW Berlin offers
comprehensive services and coordinates access to the
data of SOEP.
www.ratswd.de/en
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The SOEP Research Data Center
FDZ-SOEP
§ Production of user-friendly variables and datasets
supporting longitudinal research, consistency checks
§ Producing a bi-lingual label system (German, English)
§ Data distribution to licensed SOEP Data users
• National / EU-version (100 %), 95% Scientific Use
Version outside EEA, 50% Teaching Version

§ Data distribution in several formats on one DVD
§ Extensive documentation of the data files
§ Geo-Code context data can also be accessed at DIW
Berlin as well as remote access to sensitive regional
data.
www.ratswd.de/en
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The SOEP Research Data Center
FDZ-SOEP
§ Several user support instruments: SOEPHotline,
SOEPlistserver, SOEPinfo, SOEPnewsletter,
SOEPpapers, SOEPremote for sensitive regional data,
and more
§ SOEPinfo: a web-based information system
(frequencies, item-correspondence, topics,
programming tools, link to survey instruments)
§ Training workshops for SOEP users: SOEP@campus
http://www.diw.de/en/diw_02.c.221178.en/about_soep.html
Lit: Wagner, Gert G., Frick, Joachim R., Schupp, Jürgen (2007):
The German Socio-Economic Panel Study (SOEP) - Evolution, Scope
and Enhancements. Schmoller’s Jahrbuch - Journal of Applied Social
Science Studies. 127 (1): 139-169.
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Research Data Infrastructure in Germany:

What makes the difference?
§ Data access directly at the heart of its
production: user guidance - direct contact
between data users and researchers who
collected and work with them (e.g. at SOEP, all
researchers are requested to use 50% of their
working time for user service and 50% for
research);
§ Decentralized data landscape. Institutionalized
exchange between the data centers through the
„Standing Committee on Research Data
Infrastructure“ (consultations on various aspects
of data sharing and data management).
www.ratswd.de/en
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Challenges
§ Establishing a culture of data sharing
§ Recognition of data production as a
scientific merit
§ Enhancing standards for data
documentation (at an international level)
§ Improving visibility of and access to
„new“ data (formats), like qualitative
research data or Social Media Data, georeferenced data, etc.
www.ratswd.de/en
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Perspectives
§ A web-based data portal is planned for the
data centers accredited by the RatSWD.
§ Promoting the visibility of data and
encouraging transnational / European
research projects
§ Joint European data portals or data
research centers?
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For further information, please visit
our website:
www.ratswd.de/en
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